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    On Saturday, 
February 24th, 
nearly 250 guests 
filled the Bellingham 
Clubhouse 
gymnasium to 
show off their bingo 
skills and give their 
support to the 
Bellingham Boys 
& Girls Club. The 
night begin with 
a delicious meal 
served by A Taste of 
Elegance Catering 
with plenty of cajun-
inspired dishes. Dinner 
was accompanied by 
refreshing beer poured 

by our official beer 
sponsor, Kulshan, and rich wine from Coach House Cellars.
    After drinks were poured and dinner finished, guests 
got down to business and the bingo began. Thank you to 
Jim Carney for keeping the games lively and well-paced. 

Throughout the games, a couple dozen raffle items were 
called. Winners went home with goodies like a wheelbarrow 
of beer, one-night stays in luxurious hotels, and giftcards to 
local businesses. 
   Thanks to our dedicated corporate sponsors, volunteer 
committee members, and our guests, the 4th Annual 
Bourbon Street Bingeaux was able to raise $30,000 to support 
the Bellingham Clubhouse. Thank you for making this event 
successful, we look forward to many more like it!
    

    On January 23rd, friends, family 
and commmunity members 
gathered in the Ferndale Clubhouse 
gymnasium to celebrate the hard 
work of all of our 2018 Youth of 
the Year competitors. Guests were 
treated to dinner from our very 
own Chef Julie Powell as our eight 
participants gave speeches to the 
audience.
   Youth of the Year winner, Liam Wilson, 17, 
has been attending the Lynden Clubhouse. 
 “This year I enrolled in Bellingham Technical 
College as a Running Start student. I am 
currently the youngest Geomatics 
 major in the program,” he said.

    Liam will go on to compete at the state 
level in Seattle March 20-22nd. The Youth 
of the Year competition is one of Boys & 
Girls Clubs of America’s most prestigious 
programs. The competition teaches leadership 
and communication skills while giving 
participants a chance to set goals. 

Congratulations to Our  
2018 Youth of the Year

BOURBON STREET BINGEAUX

Junior Youth of the Year winner Maximus Wiederspohn poses with 
Senior Youth of the Year winner Liam Wilson at the 2018  dinner 
celebration. 

More than 200 guests gathered to celebrate the 
achievement of this year’s Youth of the Year 

Athletics Youth of the Year 
Donnell Harden-Murillo shakes 
the hand of Sgt. Nick Huffman.

Event volunteer, Rob, congratulates 
Jessica Lembo after confiming her card. 

Bingo brings big groups of friends together for plenty of laughs and good 
times, all for a great cause. 
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Inspire Higher Dreams Gala: April 27th 
Join us for our biggest event of the year. This formal affair 
features a surf & turf meal, silent and live auctions, a 
red carpet entrance, and a live performance by Whatcom 
County’s favorite, SpaceBand. All proceeds benefit our 
four Clubhouse locations. 
Tickets available online prior to the event:  
$150 before April 1, $160 regular
Location: Silver Reef Event Center

Spring Sports: Games begin in April
The spring sports season is just around the corner and 
we are looking forward to a season of teamwork, fun, and 
hard work. Volleyball, Fastpitch and and Baseball will all 
be in session. Let the games begin!

Members of the Seattle Mariners Visit Bellingham

Eager fans listen to the players as they deliver 
their DREAM Team messgae to the audience. 

    James Pazos, Kyle Lewis, Dave Valle, 
and Rick Rizzs along with the Mariner 
Moose and members of the broadcast 
team visited the Bellingham Clubhouse 
on January 24th. The event was part of 
the Mariners’ Spring Caravan, an annual 
speaking tour that takes players and 
former players to elementary schools 
and Boys & Girls Clubs accross the state. 
    As part of the Spring Caravan 
event, Mariners visit with fans, sign 
autographs, take photos, and deliver 
their DREAM Team message. This year, 
the Mariners were joined by members of 
the Bellingham Bells. 
    The Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Whatcom County was glad to have the 
opportunity to host the Mariners and 
support the development of healthy, 
active lifestyles for local youth. As part 
of the three focus areas of the Boys & 

Girls Clubs, educating members on 
how to make healthy lifestyle choices 
is essential. Thanks for stopping by 
Mariners!

Bellingham Club member McKenzie Quillen 
poses with the Mariner Moose of Seattle. 

Program SpotlightMessage from the CEO
    As we move into spring, I am 
hopeful that the long, dark winter 
is behind us, regardless of what 
Punxsutawney Phil said last month. 
With spring brings a return to days 
spent outside, enjoying all the 
features of Whatcom County that 
keep each one of us here winter 
after winter. 
    For our Clubhouses, spring 
means members are given more 
opportunities to get active with 
outdoor group games. Not only do 
games like these require exercise, 

but they teach kids the importance 
of teamwork and cooperation. 
    Beyond the Clubhouse, spring 
sports will be ramping up. We look 
forward to cheering volleyball, 
fastpitch, and baseball teams on 
as they compete throughout the 
season. And as each athletic season 
passes, I become more grateful for 
the hundreds of volunteer coaches 
who make these life enhancing 
programs possible. Win or lose, our 
members always walk away from a 
game or practice having learned 

essential life skills like communication, 
teamwork, and leadership.
    Off the field, we are looking 
forward to our premier fundraising 
event of the year. The Inspire Higher 
Dreams Gala is where we aim to 
raise $350,000 to help support our 
four Clubhouses in 2018. We hope 
you’ll join us!

Heather Powell,
Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom County CEO



SPRING || 2018

Looking for more ways 
to give? Shop at  

smile .amazon .com 
and choose the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Whatcom 
County to donate .5% of 

every purchase

New Games Room Unveiled at Bellingham Clubhouse
Slo Pitch Sports Grill & Casino donates more than $10,500 for new game equipment. 

Bellingham Club members experienced the renovation for the first time on February 12th. 
With the $10,539 raised, the Bellingham Clubhouse was able to purchase new games like Foosball, bumper pool, cooperative 
group floor games, seating and a large screen TV. These additions to the Clubhouse are not only fun, but teach our members 

how to be respectful, work as a team, and cope with both the wins and losses in life. Thank you Slo Pitch!

Program Spotlight

SUMMER PROGRAM INFO
Believe it or not, summer is just around the corner! We are excited for a season of hands-on learning, plenty of exercise, and 

Club fun. We are glad to offer summer program at our Bellingham, Blaine, and Ferndale Clubhouses. 

• Eight weeks of day camp will run from June 25th- 
August 17th

• Program from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

• Weekly fee: $100 per child, with scholarships available.
• Visit whatcomclubs.org for more info regarding 

scholarships and registration starting April 16th. 

Ferndale Green Card Party
    Green Card Parties celebrate the 
above and beyond behaviors displayed 
by our members. Whether they show 
exceptional manners to staff, help 
a member who needs support or 
clean a mess that isn’t theirs, Green 
Cards are their golden ticket to the 
monthly Green Card Parties. Each 
month, Miss Sarah plans a party for 

just those members who have earned 
a Green Card. Maybe it’s a glow-
in-the-dark dance party or cookie 
decorating or special trip to a local 
park. Highlighting good character and 
citizenship ensures that our members 
contribute to the Club in the best way 
possible. Congratulations to our Green 
Card members!
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If you are 70 1/2 or older, you are required to withdraw a portion of your IRA each year based on 
age. This portion is then taxed as income and can even push you into a higher tax bracket. Rather than 

withdraw this year, ask your advisor to distribute with the IRA charitable rollover program. 

• You can direct a transfer of up to $100,000 annually to the Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom County
• Decide what you want to do with your RMD portion and help support your favorite local causes

1616 Cornwall Ave., Suite 111
Bellingham,WA 98225

SUPPORT LOCAL KIDS WITH IRA ROLLOVER

Cheers!

We are proud to annouce our partnership with 
Kulshan Brewing Company. Kulshan has generously 

agreed to be our official beer sponsor at every 
one of our fundraising events in 2018. With their 

support, we will now be able to keep even more of 
our event proceeds to give straight back to our four 

Clubhouses. Thank you Kulshan. 

START BUILDING YOUR CHARITABLE LEGACY TODAY
For more information contact Sara Maloney at (360) 738-3808 Ext. 304 or

smaloney@whatcomclubs.org

IN   PIRES
HIGHER

DREAMS2018
GALA & AUCTION

Join us for our most elegant event of the year!
Tickets on sale at whatcomclubs.org

Receive early-bird price before April 1st


