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C e l e b r at i n g  1 1  y e ar s  o f 

s p r e ad i n g  s m i l e s
For the 11th year, we are 
teaming up with Whatcom 
County McDonald’s 
restaurants for our 
Spreading Smiles campaign. 
Thanks to McDonald’s owner, 
Jim Campbell, this campaign 
has become an essential part 
of supporting Club kids. 

Through the Spreading Smiles 
campaign, Whatcom County 
has raised over $250,000 for 
local youth. 

We encourage everyone to 
continue supporting the Boys 
& Girls Clubs by donating $1 
or more when visiting any 
McDonald’s restaurant in 
Whatcom County from now 
until December 31st. 

Every dollar donated ensures 
that we can continue to 
support the kids attending our 
Clubhouses in Bellingham, 
Blaine, Ferndale and Lynden.

November 22 - December 31, 2018

Youth of the Year celebrates the extraordinary achievements of Club members. Each year, one 
exceptional young person from a Boys & Girls Club rises to the role of National Youth of the 
Year. The journey begins locally and progresses to state, regional and national levels. One of 
these exceptional candidates will be representing the Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom County. 
Our nominees pictured above from left to right: Ashley Acton, Phoebe Anderson, Sidney Roff, 
Breanna Robertson, Maddie Hulford, Zen Ortega, Diamond Hester and Gracie Renskers.

SPONSORED BY

Youth of the Year
Presenting our 2019 nominees for
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U p C o m i n g  
Events: 

Tickets & RSVP for events available at:
https://whatcomclubs.org/get-involved/events/

Youth of the Year: January 22nd, 2019
Our annual Youth of the Year event celebrates the hard 
work and accomplishments of our Youth of the Year 
candidates with a free community dinner at our Ferndale 
Clubhouse. Time 5:30 - 7:30 pm. RSVP required. 

Bourbon Street Bingeaux: February 23rd, 2019
We invite the community for a night of roaring 
bingeaux, exciting prizes and delicious treats at the 
Bellingham Club. Time 5:30 - 8:30 pm. Tickets: $45 in 
advance. $50 ticket at the door. 21+ event. 

Gala & Auction: April 26th, 2019
Our most elegant event of the year. Join us for an exciting 
evening full of great auction prizes, a 5 star dinner and 
live music at the Silver Reef Event Center in Ferndale. 
Tickets: $150 through April 1, 2019, $160 after that date.
21+ event. 

Message from the CEO
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We focus every day on providing opportunities and 
hope for our members. As we come into the season 
of giving and joy I want to thank you for helping us 
to provide opportunities and hope for youth to 
experience programs, friendship, mentoring, and 
joy. I was visiting with a group of teens recently 
and one of them told me they have learned more 
about how to get along with others at the Club than 
anyplace else. She went on to say, “I need this Club, 
it’s the only good thing in my life right now”. 

So in a season filled with wants, Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Whatcom County will continue to focus on filling 
the needs, physical and emotional both; because we 
have kids who need to learn to get along with 
others, need help with homework, need a caring 
adult, need a meal, need an outlet, need to be 
recognized and celebrated for who they are and 
our doors will open to do just those things.

AWA R D

Athletic Community 
All-Star Award: 

Matt Bense

Community All-Star Award: 
“Paella Brothers” 

Frank Chmelik, Mike Hammes, 
John Huntley and Dave Ralston

Champion of Youth Award: 
Mark Packer

WINNERS
2018

-Heather Powell, Boys & Girls Club CEO
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Creates Healthy Futures

A Month of Breakfasts
In November, we hosted two breakfasts to benefit the 
children we serve. Guests were welcomed with a 
delicious breakfast and delightful kid performances.

Our 19th annual All County Breakfast was held at the 
Bellingham Clubhouse on November 1st. We met our 
2019 Youth of the Year candidates through an onstage 
panel discussion and enjoyed a musical performance by 
our Bellingham Clubhouse members. 

The Lynden Thanks & Giving Breakfast was held at the 
Sonlight Community Church on November 6th with 
Luanne Van Werven as MC. This intimate event was full 
of energy and enthusiasm which had two special music 
performances by members of the Lynden Clubhouse. 

Liam Wilson, the 2018 Youth of the Year winner, 
was awarded a $500 scholarship check to honor his 
achievements in the past year. 

We want to thank all the generous guests, sponsors 
and volunteers for making the month so special and 
beneficial to the children of Whatcom County. In total 
guests donated over $52,000 that will impact our 5,000 
Clubhouse members.

Athletic Community 
All-Star Award: 

Matt Bense

The social, economic and health impacts of underage use of tobacco, alcohol, opioids, marijuana, and illegal 
drugs are well-documented nationally and in Whatcom County.  The crisis has reached the point of being an 
epidemic in our community.  As the largest provider of after-school youth programming, The Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Whatcom County is uniquely placed to help address this devastating problem in partnership with the Alcoa 
Foundation.  

With Alcoa Foundation’s generous support, we will run programs called Project Learn and Positive Action at all 
four of our Club sites. These programs will provide a multi-dimensional effort designed to educate and empower 
youth to make good choices, build self-esteem and committ to avoiding risky behaviors and rejecting illicit drugs.  
We will focus on fundamental concepts such as respect, trust, honesty, and communication, helping to give our 
kids the confidence to make safe and healthy choices in all aspects of their lives. Thank you Alcoa Foundation!



GREAT FUTURES START HERE.

1616 Cornwall Ave., Suite 111
Bellingham,WA 98225

GIVE THE GIFT OF A
  GREAT FUTURE

•  Invest in a child
•  Invest in your community
•  Invest in your lasting legacy

  For more information
  contact Sara Maloney

  (360) 738-3808 Ext. 304
  smaloney@whatcomclubs.org
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ATHLETICS:

THANK YOU COACHES 
As the year draws to a close the Athletics team 
would like to thank the many volunteer coaches 
that have shared their time and knowledge with 
our young athletes throughout the year. 

Their dedication, leadership and enthusiasm 
towards working with the kids is vital to our 
programs and has a true impact on the lives of 
many kids in our community.

Our coaches are role models, leaders and heroes 
to their young teams. Thank you coaches for 
helping us pass the love of sports on to the next 
generation! 
                                                 -Hanifah McGovern
                                                      Athletic Director

Partner Spotlight

Superfeet Worldwide Inc. gave a $10,000 grant in 2018 
to support Academic Success programs. This grant 
will help give Clubhouse members the opportunity to 
graduate high school.

Our four Clubhouse doors would not be open if it 
were not for all the support we receive from our 
community members and businesses. Thank you to 
all that have helped in 2018! Here are just two of the 
many supporters we had in the past year. 

United Way gave a $23,700 grant to support Healthy 
Lifestyles programs. This grant will ensure that we can 
continue to serve nutritious meals and snacks every day 
in 2019!


